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These Bible readings are designated for each day
Monday

Luke 13: 1-9

Tuesday

Luke 13: 10-21

Wednesday

Luke 3: 1-17

Thursday

Luke 14: 1-11

Friday

Luke 14: 12-24

Saturday

Luke 14: 25-end

Please pray for the following throughout the week
Monday Those who are sick or grieving
within our community.
Tuesday Those who are suffering in this country and
around the world.
Wednesday The Queen and other leaders in this country.
Thursday For the troubled areas around the world, we
pray for peace and justice.
Friday For the ministry of the Forest Edge Benefice and
for those who lead us.
Saturday For an abundance of love, peace, harmony and
forgiveness to reign within families and relationships.
Please also pray for the Chipping Norton Deanery,
and particularly this week:
The Lay Chair, Catherine Hitchens

If we as a Church can help in any way,
please contact:
The Rev’d Paul Mansell – 01993 868687
vicar@forestedgebenefice.co.uk
Jane Hanson – 01993 868264
admin@forestedgebenefice.co.uk
www.forestedgebenefice.co.uk

The Collect
Lord, you have taught us that all
our doings without love are
nothing worth: send your Holy
Spirit and pour into our hearts that most
excellent gift of love, the true bond of
peace and of all virtues, without which
whoever lives is counted dead before you.
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s
sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

Words for the Service
Prayer of Preparation
All Almighty God, to whom all hearts are
open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Prayers of Penitence
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first
commandment is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the
Lord our God is the only Lord. You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind, and
with all your strength.’ The second is this:
‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is

no other commandment greater than
these. On these two commandments hang
all the law and the prophets.
All Amen. Lord, have mercy.
God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our
sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to
bring us to eternal life. Let us confess our
sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved
to keep God’s commandments and to live
in love and peace with all.
All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against
our neighbour in thought and word and
deed, through negligence, through
weakness, through our own deliberate
fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all
our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is
past and grant that we may serve you in
newness of life to the glory of your name.
Amen.

First Reading
Jeremiah 20: 7-13
O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was
enticed; you have overpowered me, and
you have prevailed. I have become a
laughing-stock all day long; everyone
mocks me. For whenever I speak, I must
cry out, I must shout, ‘Violence and
destruction!’ For the word of the Lord has
become for me a reproach and derision all
day long. If I say, ‘I will not mention him, or
speak any more in his name’, then within
me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones; I am weary with
holding it in, and I cannot. For I hear many
whispering: ‘Terror is all around! Denounce
him! Let us denounce him!’ All my close
friends are watching for me to stumble.
‘Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can
prevail against him, and take our revenge
on him.’ But the Lord is with me like a
dread warrior; therefore my persecutors
will stumble, and they will not prevail. They
will be greatly shamed, for they will not
succeed. Their eternal dishonour will never
be forgotten. O Lord of hosts, you test the
righteous, you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them, for
to you I have committed my cause. Sing to
the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has

delivered the life of the needy from the
hands of evildoers.

Gospel Reading
Matthew 10: 24-39
‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a
slave above the master; it is enough for the
disciple to be like the teacher, and the
slave like the master. If they have called
the master of the house Beelzebul, how
much more will they malign those of his
household! ‘So have no fear of them; for
nothing is covered up that will not be
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not
become known. What I say to you in the
dark, tell in the light; and what you hear
whispered, proclaim from the housetops.
Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who
can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are
not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not
one of them will fall to the ground
unperceived by your Father. And even the
hairs of your head are all counted. So do
not be afraid; you are of more value than
many sparrows. ‘Everyone therefore who
acknowledges me before others, I also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven;
but whoever denies me before others, I
also will deny before my Father in heaven.
‘Do not think that I have come to bring
peace to the earth; I have not come to
bring peace, but a sword. For I have come
to set a man against his father, and a
daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
and one’s foes will be members of one’s
own household. Whoever loves father or
mother more than me is not worthy of me;
and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me; and whoever
does not take up the cross and follow me is
not worthy of me. Those who find their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.
This world
Your creation
Rolled into a sphere
Packaged in sunshine
Gift-wrapped in love
Given to us
Thank you

