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The Vicar writes 

One thing seems especially clear at present; 
we are all fed up with the current situation. 
As I write this, the Prime Minister has just 
made a statement in Parliament confirming 
new measures that could be in place for six 
months. He spoke of his reluctance, 
imposing tighter restrictions. No politician 
ever thought they would be enforcing these 
sorts of limitations on people’s freedom 
when they first began their political career. 
We are a modern liberal democracy where 
freedom is prized as an essential part of life. 
It goes against all our instincts to endure 
such dramatic curbing of those cherished 
liberties. 

Since July, St Michael’s Church in Leafield 
has been open for Sunday services. At the 
end of September, St James’ Church in 
Ramsden will also open for services on a 
Sunday. With many churches in the area 
remaining closed, we are fortunate to have 
both buildings open for worship. After six 
months, since 17th March when the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York issued 
a joint letter suspending Sunday and other 
mid-week gatherings, it is good to be up and 
running at least to some extent.  

It was quite an incredible step, made by the 
Archbishops, when churches were closed 
back in March. I do not think there is 
another example, in the history of the 
Church of England, where this has 
previously happened. As a response to the 
coronavirus, they confirmed the necessity to 
protect churchgoers and this meant closing 
church buildings. 

The Archbishops believed that closing 
buildings, to protect churchgoers, was the 
priority in the face of this awful 
pandemic. 

Across the country, we are being asked to 
make the decision locally as to whether 
our church buildings should reopen. It 
raises a fundamental ethical question. The 
pandemic is not over, as reinforced by the 
Prime Minister. So many politicians have 
said that we are entering the most 
dangerous time, as cases of the virus 
continues to rise at an alarming rate. 
Everyone is worried about a second wave 
of this pandemic.  

As churches, we are being asked to 
consider whether we want to open our 
buildings. There is clearly a risk in doing 
this, while the virus remains active. The 
Archbishops, back in March, clearly 
stressed the primary importance of 
protecting everyone. While the possibility 
of catching the infection may be lower, it 
is far from zero and, in recent weeks, the 
infection rate has increased enormously. It 
is therefore more important than ever to 
ensure the measures, recommended by the 
church, are in place to protect everyone. 
The example set by the Archbishops 
remains vital to public health and we have 
worked hard to implement the measures, 
stipulated by the Oxford Diocese, in both 
our churches. 

It has been lovely to meet again for 
worship on a Sunday. The services may 
be limited but the Spirit is clearly very 
much alive and active. Our churches 
remain a place where we can meet in 
these very frustrating and difficult times. 
They provide an opportunity for 
fellowship, praise, and prayer, knowing 
the environment in which we worship is 
as safe as we can possibly make it during 
this pandemic. 

With every blessing, 

Paul 

Rev’d Paul Mansell 

Vicar, Forest Edge Benefice 

PS Since the beginning of this new 
academic year, it has been wonderful 
to see the children of Leafield School 
again. They have clearly settled back 
into school life extremely well after 
their extended absence. Ms Dean and 
all the staff are doing a wonderful job 
under difficult circumstances. And the 
children remain as enthusiastic as 
ever, asking the same challenging 
questions as they did before! 

Forest Edge Benefice 
Church Services 

October   2020 
Sunday 4th October 

10.30am, Holy Communion, CW, 
Leafield 

Sunday 11th October 
10.30am, Harvest Festival Service, 

Ramsden 
Sunday 18th October 

10.30am, Holy Communion, CW, 
Leafield 

Sunday 25th October 
10.30am, Holy Communion, CW, 

Ramsden 

Sunday 1st November 
10.30am, Holy Communion, CW, 

with a reading of the names of 
departed loved ones, Leafield 
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Chimney Sweep 
Bertie   the    Sweep 

Chimney & Flue Sweeping  
Nests Removal  
Bird Guards & Cowls Fitted  
Chimney Pots Supplied and Fitted 
Fully Insured 

ICS Member 411       
Tel: 01993 899143  
Mob: 07954180371 
Email:   
bertiethersweep@ntlworld.com 

LEAFIELD 
PICTURE
FRAMING

All TYPES OF FRAMING 
UNDERTAKEN. DOOR TO 

DOOR SERVICE IF REQUIRED

TONY CROFT COTSWOLD 
VIEW, ASCOTT ROAD, 

LEAFIELD

01993 878357

COMPLETE SERVICE
DIRECT TO YOU AT HOME

PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

• Business and Employment
Law -  Contracts, Legal
Compliance   and Disputes

• Property -  Buying and Selling
Homes, Commercial and
Agricultural

• Wills, Probate and Trusts -
Tax Planning and Lasting
Powers of Attorney 

01865 884400
www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, 
Oxfordshire OX29 4TB 

Home Visits and Evening Appointments Available

ROBERTS GARDEN MACHINERY LTD
www.robertgardenmachinery.co.uk

Formerly Lawnmower Sales & Service, North Leigh

Professional servicing and repairs to most 
leading brands of garden machinery

New and secondhand 
machinery supplied

Collection and delivery 
by arrangement

Agents for
ALKO • ARDISAM • MITOX • MASPORT
DANARM • DR • BRIGGS & STRATTON

TANAKA • HITACHI • MURRAY

Open 8-5 Monday-Friday • 8-12 Saturday
Tel: 01993 881320 or 07583 479724 Email: robert.milloini@btinternet.com

Unit H5, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, Witney OX29 6JT

BLINDS AND
CURTAINS

D&S 
Gardening Service 

All Types of Garden 
Maintenance 

including 
Grounds Maintenance/Grass cutting 
Paddocks/Large Lawns/Small lawns/ 
Strimming/Garden Clearance/Hedge 

Cutting/Power Washing 
Commercial and Domestic 

Fully Insured 

All Jobs Considered 

Please phone for further information 
or a quote 
Darren 

07788 104907 

Personal 24 hour service

PETER SMITH & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS LTD____ ____

www.petersmithandson.co.uk

 

All types of memorial work
including restoration & renovation

Independent Funeral Directors with family values

Funeral Planner of the Year 2018
Regional Winner

Pre-paid funeral plans

 Burwell Drive, Witney
Oxon, OX  LP

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com 
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

mailto:bertiethersweep@ntlworld.com
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Happy Birthday 
Brian Ford 

September 28th marked an important 
milestone in the life of Rev.Dr.Brian Ford.  
It was a ‘big one’ in birthday terms. In fact  
Brian is the same age as The Battle Of 
Britain. What a momentous occasion his 
entry into the world must have been ! 
Brian’s daughter Vanessa and his wife 
Elizabeth organised a ‘virtual’ party online 
where family and friends were able to 
congratulate, celebrate and show their 
affection for Brian. 

Brian has worked so hard for the benefice 
over many years and still plays a very 
active part in local life, not only through 
the church. We wish him well. By the time 
you read this the birthday will be over but 
we can still wish him ‘Many Happy 
Returns.’

Leafield’s 
Telephone Box 

Update 
Renovation of the red 
telephone box is well 
underway. It has been 
sandblasted, had five 
coats of paint and the 
door has been taken 
away for repair. 
Toughened glass and 
door plates are on order. 
Surveys have been sent 
to all households asking 
villagers their opinions 
on where it should be 
located and how it can be used. If, for some 
reason, you did not receive the 
questionnaire please ring 878035 or email 
leafieldwhatson@gmail.com.

What Is Michael Up To? 

Michael Aylmer has been a well known and 
much respected member of the church 
community (and beyond) for many years. 
Sadly he had to give up his position on 
Ramsden’s PCC recently as he has moved 
to Hereford. 
It is no great secret that Michael feels a 
calling to serve Christ in the church but 
how has this taken him to Hereford and 
what is he doing there? 

Michael writes: “I am currently on a year-
long Church of England ministry scheme 
based out of Hereford which started in 
September. I had never heard of a ‘Church 
of England Ministry Experience Scheme’ 
until it was mentioned to me near the 
beginning of the year as something I might 
consider. These schemes run throughout the 
country, and for a year I am experiencing 
church ministry in all its variety in order to 
explore my vocation and help discern what 
type of Christian service God is calling me 
to. There is no compulsion to apply to go 
into the Church afterwards – many do not, 
but instead use the time and experience to 
understand the way God acts in the world 
and how that fits into God’s plan for them. 
It is a scheme for under 30s (I just scrape 
under this age barrier) and many of the 
schemes, including the one I’m on, involve 
shared accommodation with others on the 
scheme. There are two other individuals 
this year on the Hereford scheme (one of 
whom has only been a Christian for a year). 
We’re all assigned to different benefices, 
and I’m experiencing ministry in two 
neighbouring rural benefices and spend 
half the week with one and half the week 
with the other (one of the benefices 
contains five churches, the other seven, all 
currently open). Incorporated in the scheme 
is a once-a-week theological course in 
association with Cuddesdon. 

Though we’re lucky in Ramsden, 
Leafield, Finstock and Wilcote – the 
churches in Herefordshire seem to have 
a much higher proportion of bats, and 
two of the churches here suffered 
severe flooding; one of them was 
flooded four times in quick succession 
over the winter (top tip for future 
church architects: if you’re going to 
build a church on the site of a holy well 
near a river, do not deliberately build 
the church floor lower than ground 
level). 

I’ve been having a great time. The two 
vicars I’ve been assigned to for my 
work experience have been so generous 
in letting me experience their rural 
ministry. So far the days have been 
incredibly varied, encompassing a 
variety of church services, formatting 
service booklets, ringing bells at a 
wedding, researching how four of the 
villages have changed in character as 
they have expanded rapidly, helping to 
clear a churchyard of hedge and tree 
detritus, and joining the vicar visiting 
parishioners (in their gardens). All set 
within the framework of morning and 
evening prayer, it is a wonderful 
opportunity to focus on the light of God 
in our lives and how I am specifically 
called to serve God in my life.”  
Michael Aylmer 

Sunday 11th October 
10.30am 

St.James’ Ramsden 

Don’t forget to wear facemasks and 
although we won’t be able to sing the 

traditional hymns, in our hearts at least 
we can…. 

‘Raise the song of Harvest Home.’ 



ROBERTS GARDEN 
MACHINERY LTD 

Formerly LAWNMOWER SALES & 
SERVICE 

 

professional servicing and repairs 
to most leading brands of garden 

machinery 
New and secondhand machinery 

supplied 
Collection and delivery by 

arrangement 

OPEN 8-5 M-F. Sat 8-12 
Unit H5 New Yatt Business Centre 

OX29 6TJ 
01993 881320 / 07583479724 

www.robertsgardenmachinery.co.uk 

Providing food when 
the cupboard is bare 

℅ Kidlington Baptist Church 
    High Street, 
    Kidlington  OX5 2DS 
    Phone: 07929 721172 
     email : admin@northoxfordshire 
communityfoodbank.org.uk 
     web: 
www.northoxfordshirecommunityfoodb
ank.org.uk 

We have been contacted by this 
organisation to ask if we can help. Covid 
19 has resulted in a doubling of demand 
and their store content has diminished to 
an all-time low. 

Many of us will be celebrating Harvest, in 
one way or another and it seems a good 
time to provide a harvest for the food 
bank. They write, “We have been able to 
maintain our full parcels for individuals, 
couples and families who have been 
referred to us because they are in real 
need. We provide basic items to suit their 
need and they value the parcels.  
Without the support of organisations 
including schools, churches and 
individuals throughout North Oxfordshire 
we would not manage to provide the 
parcels that we do. 
If you are able to support us please contact 
us though the details at the header of this 
letter and we look forward to hearing from 
you.  

We are able to arrange collections from 
you. 

The following items are needed for the 
foodbank: 

Tins of Fruit, Custard or Pudding Rice.   
Pasta sauce all varieties 
Tins of Meat (all types including tinned 
pies)  Tins of tuna 
Tins of Vegetables (i.e. peas, carrots 
sweetcorn, potatoes & tomatoes) 
Rice (500g bags) - Pasta (500g bags). 
Breakfast Cereals of all kinds and sizes 
Coffee, Tea & Small packets of Sugar.  
Long Life semi skimmed Milk & Long 
Life Fruit Juice 
Biscuits, Jams & spreads, Tins of Soup 
Baked Beans & spaghetti. 

We also welcome toilet rolls, washing up 
liquid, washing machine tablets etc. 

Thank you for all your support. 
Yours sincerely 
Melvina Fawcett” 

I feel sure we can do something to help and 
will gladly act as the go-between. Either 
bring things to me at The Old Vicarage, 
Wilcote Lane, Ramsden or leave them 
outside any of the churches in the benefice. 
Thanks, Ed 

http://communityfoodbank.org.uk
http://www.northoxfordshirecommunityfoodbank.org.uk
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… the perfect 
Cotswold 
hideaway. 
 

Located in the 
beautiful village of Ramsden, Gable Cottage 
is an ideal holiday home for when family or 
friends come visiting. 

This Victorian cottage sleeps 4 with parking 
for two cars. Cot, highchair and stairgates 
available on request. Pets are also welcome.  

www.gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 
Facebook @gablecottagecotswolds 
info@gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk 

Wit and Wisdom 
‘If at first you don't succeed, 
skydiving is not for you.’ Unknown

“I believe there is something out 
there watching over us. 
Unfortunately, it's the government. “ 
Woody Allen

“There are two ways to live. You can 
live as if nothing is a miracle. You 
can live as if everything is a 
miracle.” – Albert Einstein

“You can disagree without being 
disagreeable”  Ruth Bader Ginsburg

“Of course I talk to myself. I like a 
good speaker, and I appreciate an 
intelligent audience."
Dorothy Parker

In 1935, Sinclair Lewis wrote: “When 
fascism arrives in America, it will be 
clothed in a flag and carrying a 
bible!”

The LORD is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The 
LORD is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:12

Vandalism and Anti Social Behaviour in Leafield  

There have been many recent instances of anti social behaviour and damage to 
property within the village. This includes the Gym, playground area, new burial 
ground contractor equipment and school storage areas. CCTV and local resident 
witness testimonies have been gathered and sent to the Police who are actively 
engaging with the Parish Council on this matter and will follow up in relation to the 
individuals identified. The Parish Council and wider village community have NO 
appetite for this behaviour which is spoiling the environment for all of us. Further 
updates will be provided in due course. 

If you have any information regarding anti-social behaviour in the village 
please contact your local neighbourhood policing team on: 
witneynhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

All information and identities will be kept confidential. You may have the piece 
in the puzzle the police are looking for, no information is too small. 
Note: The more intelligence and information the police have from our community, 
the more likely we are to have increased police patrols and regular police presence 
around the village. 

St. Michael and all Angels 
Church Leafield 

On Saturday 26th September Leafield 
Parish Council took over responsibility 
for maintaining St. Michael's 
churchyard. Now that responsibility has 
been transferred, the Parish Council will 
have the same responsibility for 
maintaining the churchyard, and its 
walls, gates, fences, grass, trees, etc., as 
the Parochial Church Council had prior 
to giving of notice to transfer 
responsibility. 

Other rights and powers remain 
unaffected and the churchyard remains 
under the control of the Vicar subject to 
the overriding control of the bishop’s 
consistory court, and the Vicar, with the 
concurrence of the PCC, has as free a 
hand as was the case before the transfer, 
except where questions of maintenance 
and repair are involved.   
Simon Salomé-Bentley, Churchwarden 

The Leafield and 
Fordwells Open Gardens 

2020  
A big thank you to everyone who 
viewed the Open Garden film and 
donated to St. Michaels and All Angels 
Church. Over £420 pounds has been 
raised so far. 
You can still view the garden tour and 
donate to the church if you go to the 
Benefice website http://
www.forestedgebenefice.co.uk – scroll 
down to see the tour. If you enjoyed 
seeing the gardens and would like to 
make a voluntary donation to Leafield 
Church, please go to http://
www.forestedgebenefice.co.uk/church-
matters-and-covid-19/ and scroll down 
to St. Michael and all Angels Church, 
Leafield. 

For different ways of giving, please 
contact Simon Salomé-Bentley, church 
warden on: 
simonsalomebentley@me.com or 
01993 878000 

Ride and Stride Thanks: 
Thanks to everyone from the benefice who took part in the 2020  Ride and Stride. 
There were fewer people involved this year and no doubt the sums raised will be 
smaller but the help and support of all those who sat and waited to greet people was 
much appreciated.

mailto:witneynhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Ride & Stride - thoughts 

It did not take an incisive intelligence to 
realise that the Ride & Stride Walk 2020 was 
going to be both disrupted and much less 
patronised this year - in terms of walkers or 
riders and their sponsors, numbers would be 
low; indeed, even the churches would be 
locked. For that reason I am very grateful for 
those who kindly and generously sponsored 
me on my little perambulation on September 
12th from North Leigh to Ramsden, taking in 
Wilcote and Finstock on the way. 

The sponsored walk for the aid of Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust is an important 
fundraiser for our beautiful churches. With 
vastly reduced services this year, the PCCs of 
the Benefice are more reliant than ever on our 
charity; the Ride and Stride represented a 
fantastic opportunity to make up some of the 
shortfall and, it must be said, indulge in one of 
my favourite pastimes - walking! 

Although I’m a keen cyclist, mounting my 
velocipede these days is sadly not an option 
since I’m still recovering from an eye 
operation and my vision is quite restricted; 
besides, I had promised to share the first leg of 
the journey with my wife Jenny, who would 
be riding our shire horse Trooper - his 
plodding gait, from experience, would prove 
an uneven match for even my bumbling 
cycling speed. 

Whilst 2020 has been a horrendous year for 
many reasons, one thing we must be grateful 
for is the amazing weather we have enjoyed - 
and the day of my walk proved no exception, 
with the temperature rising to the mid-20s 
Celsius. With the Autumn Equinox 
approaching, I knew that the opportunities for 
being outside in such balmy conditions were 
fast decreasing. The sun’s arc was noticeably 
lower in the sky than earlier in the summer - 
the perceived effect was of greater heat during 
the day, or was that perhaps being a bit out of 
shape? Ho hum. 

Pre-lockdown I often walked to church 
services at Ramsden, Finstock and my 
personal favourite Wilcote. Travelling to 
worship in this way, the journey itself 
naturally takes on significance. How many 
others before me rounded this corner, perhaps 
hearing the very same bells echoing with 
resonant urgency over the little valleys of our 
district? What were their hopes, fears and 
dreams? What were they grateful for, and 
what did they resent?

It is very easy to float off into 
unchallenging whimsy when imagining the 
countryside of times past, yet life was 
extremely tough for rural labourers and 
yeomen, and even those in authority had a 
burden of responsibility that we might have 
trouble appreciating now - the roles of 
squire and curate encompassing a very 
broad variety of job descriptions. 

And the church of each village? What of 
them? In medieval times perhaps the only 
stone building in the area, and certainly the 
largest enclosed space. What effect, even 
sub-conscious, would such an edifice 
produce? Sanctuary, perhaps to some. A 
chance to rub shoulders each week with a 
cross-section of village society. Somewhere 
remembered from childhood years where 
one was educated in letters and numbers, 
particularly in more recent centuries. A 
place where, especially before the 
Reformation, one might lose oneself in the 
pictorial reading of the Gospels in wall-
paintings, the spoken Latin of the service 
proving as inscrutable then as it would do 
now to the average person. A venue at 
certain times for seasonal celebration, 
echoing an ancient calendar - a place where 
one might catch the bright eye of a future 
spouse in the throng, or tenderly clutch the 
calloused hand of one’s partner of fifty 
years. Welcoming new life, remembering 
those departed. Above all, a crucible in 
which people’s emotions and beliefs 
opened a portal into a world beyond their 
own, beyond the everyday. 

Each church I visited on that walk certainly 
meant that, and much more besides, to 
many generations of people before me, and 
you. When first encountering and 
considering my Christian faith as an adult, I 
confess not that long ago, I very carefully 
thought about the church as machine - a 
place with social purpose and obligation; 
responsibility to reflect an inclusivity and 
practical altruism that is at the heart of any 
sustainable community, that radiates out to 
transform people and places. There is no 
doubt that over the centuries those within 
the Church at times have fallen short of 
those ideals, sometimes horrifically so; this 
is almost inevitable given our human 
capacity for deficiency. But I politely 
implore the reader to incline their thoughts 
to that still, small voice inside them, the 
conscience that reminds us that each church 
building represents a focus of transforming, 
regenerative power

 - no less than building the Kingdom 
on earth, and not waiting for what 
comes after. St. Peter was indeed 
given the Keys to Heaven, but his 
task was to build a Church first - one 
that welcomed all and reflected God’s 
love for us.  

These were my musings as I walked 
that afternoon, from one closed and 
shuttered church to another. I hope 
the reader may also appreciate the 
journey my imagination took that day. 
I ended my walk with a pint of 
(excellent) beer at the newly 
refurbished Royal Oak in Ramsden 
opposite St James’, reflecting that the 
spiritual and social landscape around 
us owes a great deal to our venerable 
and beloved churches, and even if 
most of us attend them once a year 
we’d miss them if they were gone. 

My thanks again to all who sponsored 
the walk! As of the time of writing 
we have raised nearly £150 - you may 
still make a donation, please contact 
myself or John Hook for details. 

Arthur Young 
Steward at Shaken Oak Farm 
Manager at Shaken Oak Studios 
Shaken Oak Farm 
Old North Leigh Lane 
Hailey 
Oxon 
OX29 9UX 
Tel: 01993 868765 
Mob: 07891030766 
https://www.facebook.com/
shaken.oak.studios 

The beautiful Saxon tower of North Leigh 
church where Arthur began his walk and 
his wonderful musings. Thank you for 
sharing them! Ed 

https://www.facebook.com/shaken.oak.studios
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Leafield’s Sunflower 
Competition Results 

Seeing so many sunflowers around 
Leafield has brought smiles of delight to 
many people for weeks. It has been a truly 
inclusive village event and I know there 
have been ongoing conversations around 
which is better to use – Miracle Grow, 
Tomarite or your own special formulae! 

Anyway, it is time to announce the 
winners. The tallest sunflower reached an 
amazing height of 2 metres 97cm with 
first prize going to Daisy Read. WOW! 
Not far behind second place goes to 
Bridget & Emily Myatt whose sunflower 
reached 2 metres 90cm. There were many 
more entries which were tall, but not quite 
tall enough! 

We had some beautiful entries for the best 
sunflower picture as well. First place 
goes to Patricia Hedderwick for her 
bright and cheerful painting of a 
sunflower – the judges loved the 
contrasting colours of the flower with the 
background. Very closely behind this in 
second place is Simon Bentley's photo of 
the sunflower. 

Thank you to all those who entered, to all 
those volunteers who grew seedlings, to 
the judges and to Leafield Community 
Gym for donating the prizes. Also special 
thanks to Hannah, Nick and Ruth who 
helped make this happen. If anyone is 
interested in running this next year then 
email charlotte.henderson@mail.com 

1st Prize - Tallest Sunflower 
2 Metres 97cm 
Congratulations Daisy! 

Also congratulations to Patricia 
Hedderwick and Simon Bentley whose 
winning entries are shown on the right. 
And a big round of applause to everyone 
who took part! 

Type to enter textDEAR CRAG 
SUPPORTERS


Can you spare a bar 
of soap? 

Following camp lockdowns, COVID-19 
outbreaks and the devastating fire in 
Moria camp on Lesvos, the need for 
nappies and other hygiene supplies in 
camps across Greece has never been 
more urgent. 

These are the items most needed, please 
only donate items from this list: 
• Nappies 
• Shampoo 
• Toothpaste 
• Shower gel 
• Roll-on deodorant 
• Soap 

If you can donate any of these 
items, please bring them round to: 
In Charlbury  
Alice, White Hart, Market Street, OX7 
3PH 
Tel 01608 238274 
In Chipping Norton  
John at 22 Wards Rd, OX7 5BU
Tel 01608 646056 
In Churchill 
Hilary at 17 William Smith Close, OX7 
6QS 
Tel 01608 659480 

 Please only give items which are 
on the list. 

Please get the items to us 
by Saturday 3rd October at the 
latest. 
This local collection is part of a national 
effort organised by Help Refugees: 
https://helprefugees.org/news/october-
collection/

Anonymous Donor Saves 
Ramsden Windows 

Ramsden PCC has been aware for 
some time that the church windows 
need repair. The ravages of time have 
left few of them unscathed. Several 
experts have examined the damage and 
quoted for the work. We have raised a 
small amount towards the total but 
nothing like enough. 
A very generous villager, who wishes 
to remain anonymous, has volunteered 
to donate the five figure sum. We are 
extremely grateful to this knight , or 
fair maiden, in shining armour! 
Examples below of some of the 
damage.

1st Prize Picture: Painting of a             2nd Prize Picture: Photo of a 
Sunflower. Congratulations Patricia.     Sunflower. Congratulations Simon. 
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CROSSWORD CORNER 
Once again there was a disappointing response to 
the Crossword Competition last month. Of course 
this is partly due to our being ‘on line’ only and 
fewer people reading the newsletter as a result. 
However I must take part of the blame myself and 
I apologise that one clue in last month’s puzzle had 
the wrong number of letters ascribed to it and 14 
across had no clue at all! ( With so many errors 
this could be The Guardian!) However a few 
clever readers managed to finish the crossword and 
even suggested an extra clue for the missing one! 
Well done Nicky Bentley! Yours is the prize and 
the glory this month! 

Answers were ACROSS 1. Octagonal 6. Amid 10. 
Brassica 11.Vanish 12. Ploughshares 15. Readable 
18. Nanchaku 19. Gin 21.Joseph Stalin 24. Attire 
25. Intrigue 26. Ashes 27. Ignorance  DOWN 
2.Corn 3. Ass 4. Orison 5. A Dangerous Thing 7. 
Manna 8.Disneyland 9.Evesham 12. Panic 13. 
Pocahontas 16. Argentina  17.Raphael 20. Blotto  
22. Elite 23. Turc 

Good luck with this one. Please let me have your 
solutions ( and anything else for inclusion in 
November’s newsletter) by October 20th. Editor, 
The Old Vicarage, Wilcote Lane, Ramsden OX7 
3BA or johnianrupert@hotmail.com 

Clues Across 
6. You can find this in Oxford ….or in Venice.Aah! 
(6.2.5) 
8. Calculating snakes (6) 
9. Swiss Family …….. Crusoe (8) 
10. Sounds like this chap might be sung in church 
(3) 
11. Walk very cautiously…..through the tulips 
perhaps (6) 
12. Train to Paris (8) 
14. How we roll along in a Sondheim musical (7) 
16. Louis Pasteur was one. So is Boots (7) 
20. Fish is often served like this, really bashed 
about! (8) 
23. A city in Sicily which shares its name with the 
former name of Dubrovnik (6) 
24. Desperate cartoon character (3) 
25. If the performance bores you you might look 
forward to this break (8) 
26. This New York hotel and this square in Madrid 
( above right) are both ….(6) 
27. Concerning urban renewal (13) 

Clues Down 
1. Oxfordshire shopping village (8) 
2. Type of paint finish and breakfast debris (8)

3. Knowing our metropolitan friends includes enjoying very good food (7) 
4. Line on a map connecting points with the same atmospheric pressure (6) 
5. They can be secret and sell things for commission (6) 
6. Dr Turner ( Call The Midwife) has plenty. Doc Martin lacks it (7.6) 
7. Looking for someone to help you in John Lewis? That’s passions ! (4.9) 
13. Keats wrote one to Autumn and another to a Nightingale (3) 
15. Tina Turner’s husband and 34th U.S. President (3) 
17. The Sailor’s is usually performed at The Last Night Of The Proms (8) 
18. Famous N.T. character shares her name with an Oxford college. (8) 
19. A 1960s Pop Group called The Luvvers had to do this before they had a 
big hit with ‘Shout’ (3.4.) 
21. Following all the latest fashions might make you this (6) 
22. “We pray thee, Lord, arise/ and come in thy great might; 
      ……our longing eyes/ which languish for thy sight.” (6)

Two little boys were at a wedding when one of 
them leaned over to the other and asked, 
“How many wives can a man have?’ His friend 
answered, ‘Sixteen…..four better, four worse, 
four richer and four poorer.”
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