Act

This week’s services

PEW SHEET
4th Sunday of Lent
Mothering Sunday
14th March 2021

Sunday 14th March Mothering Sunday
10.30am, Holy Communion, CW, Ramsden
Sunday 21st March
10.30am, Holy Communion, CW, Leafield

Please take this pew sheet with
you when you leave.

Benefice website:

http://www.forestedgebenefice.co.uk
Also follow us on Twitter & Instagram
These Bible readings are designated for each day
Monday

John 9: 18-end

Tuesday

John 10: 1-10

Wednesday

John 10: 11-21

Thursday

John 10: 22-end

Friday

Matthew 13: 54-end

Saturday

John 11: 17-27

Please pray for the following throughout the week
Monday Those who are sick or grieving
within our community.
Tuesday Those who are suffering in this country and
around the world.
Wednesday The Queen and other leaders in this country.
Thursday For the troubled areas around the world, we
pray for peace and justice.
Friday For the ministry of the Forest Edge Benefice and
for those who lead us.
Saturday For an abundance of love, peace, harmony and
forgiveness to reign within families and relationships.
Please also pray for the Chipping Norton Deanery,
and particularly this week:
All Saints, Shorthampton.
Please pray for Sally Welch, Jan Fielden & Tish Bird
and the Church Wardens
Dine Glasgow Paddy Gallagher.

If we as a Church can help in any way,
please contact:
The Rev’d Paul Mansell – 01993 868687
vicar@forestedgebenefice.co.uk
Mrs Gail Ward LLM – 01993 878835
gail.ward@forestedgebenefice.co.uk
Mrs Jane Hanson – 01993 868264
admin@forestedgebenefice.co.uk
www.forestedgebenefice.co.uk

@forestbenefice

forestedgebenefice

The Collect
God of compassion, whose Son
Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in
Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole
human family to himself: strengthen us in
our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we
may know the power of your presence to
bind together and to heal; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

First Reading
1 Samuel 1: 20-end
In due time Hannah conceived and bore a
son. She named him Samuel, for she said,
‘I have asked him of the Lord.’ The man
Elkanah and all his household went up to
offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and to
pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for
she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the
child is weaned, I will bring him, that he
may appear in the presence of the Lord,
and remain there for ever; I will offer him
as a nazirite for all time.’ Her husband
Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what seems best
to you, wait until you have weaned him;
only—may the Lord establish his word.’ So
the woman remained and nursed her son,
until she weaned him. When she had

weaned him, she took him up with her,
along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah
of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought
him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh; and
the child was young. Then they
slaughtered the bull, and they brought the
child to Eli. And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As
you live, my lord, I am the woman who was
standing here in your presence, praying to
the Lord. For this child I prayed; and the
Lord has granted me the petition that I
made to him. Therefore I have lent him to
the Lord; as long as he lives, he is given to
the Lord.’ She left him there for the Lord.

Second Reading
2 Corinthians 1: 3-7
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the
God of all consolation, who consoles us in
all our affliction, so that we may be able to
console those who are in any affliction with
the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God. For just as the
sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so
also our consolation is abundant through
Christ. If we are being afflicted, it is for your
consolation and salvation; if we are being
consoled, it is for your consolation, which
you experience when you patiently endure
the same sufferings that we are also
suffering. Our hope for you is unshaken;
for we know that as you share in our
sufferings, so also you share in our
consolation.

Gospel Reading
John 19: 25b-27
And that is what the soldiers did.
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of
Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother
and the disciple whom he loved standing
beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman,
here is your son.’ Then he said to the
disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from
that hour the disciple took her into his own
home.

WELCOME TO HOLLAND
By Emily Perl Kingsley

I am often asked to describe the experience of
raising a child with a disability - to try to help
people who have not shared that unique
experience to understand it, to imagine how it
would feel. It's like this......When you're going to
have a baby, it's like planning a fabulous vacation
trip - to Italy. You buy a bunch of guide books
and make your wonderful plans. The Coliseum.
The Michelangelo David. The gondolas in
Venice. You may learn some handy phrases in
Italian. It's all very exciting. After months of
eager anticipation, the day finally arrives. You
pack your bags and off you go. Several hours
later, the plane lands. The stewardess comes in
and says, "Welcome to Holland." "Holland?!?"
you say. "What do you mean Holland?? I signed
up for Italy! I'm supposed to be in Italy. All my
life I've dreamed of going to Italy. "But there's
been a change in the flight plan. They've landed in
Holland and there you must stay. The important
thing is that they haven't taken you to a horrible,
disgusting, filthy place, full of pestilence, famine
and disease. It's just a different place. So you must
go out and buy new guide books. And you must
learn a whole new language. And you will meet a
whole new group of people you would never have
met. It's just a different place. It's slower-paced
than Italy, less flashy than Italy. But after you've
been there for a while and you catch your breath,
you look around.... and you begin to notice that
Holland has windmills....and Holland has tulips.
Holland even has Rembrandts. But everyone you
know is busy coming and going from Italy... and
they're all bragging about what a wonderful time
they had there. And for the rest of your life, you
will say "Yes, that's where I was supposed to go.
That's what I had planned." And the pain of that
will never, ever, ever, ever go away... because the
loss of that dream is a very very significant loss.
But... if you spend your life mourning the fact that
you didn't get to Italy, you may never be free to
enjoy the very special, the very lovely things ...
about Holland.

All-Age Lent Trail
St Michael’s Churchyard, Leafield

