T his week’s services

Sunday 16th March
10.30am, Holy Communion, CW, Finstock
4.00pm, Leafield Light, Leafield

Tuesday 18th March
8.00am, Morning Prayer, Ramsden

Friday 21st March
6.30pm, Evening Prayer, Wilcote

Sunday 23rd March
10.30am, Holy Communion, CW, Leafield
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E_vcrgonc welcome at all services!

These Biblc rcaclings are clcsignatccl for each clay

Monday John 6: 41-51
Tuesday John 6: 52-59
Wednesday Matthew 13: 54-end
Thursday John 7: 1-13
Friday John 7: 14-24
Saturday John 7: 25-36

Please pray for the following throughout the week
Monday Those who are sick or grieving

within our community.

Tuesday Those who are suffering in this country and
around the world.

Wednesday The King and other leaders in this country.
Thursday For the troubled areas around the world, we
pray for peace and justice.

Friday For the ministry of the Forest Edge Benefice
and for those who lead us.

Saturday For an abundance of love, peace, harmony
and forgiveness to reign within families and
relationships.

Please also pray for the Chipping Norton Deanery,
and particularly this week:
St Andrew’s, Great Rollright.
Please pray for Janet Faull, Janet Collins
& Keith Disney
and the Church Wardens Michael Napier
& Gavin Southwell.

]F we as a Church can hclp in any way, P|casc contact:

The Rev’d Paul Mansell — 01993 868687
vicar@forestedgebenefice.co.uk

Mrs Gail Ward LLM — 01993 878835
gail.ward@forestedgebenefice.co.uk

The Rev’d Sarah Jones — 07739 313 884
sarahtandem@hotmail.com

Mrs Jane Hanson — 01993 868264
admin@forestedgebenefice.co.uk
www.forestedgebenefice.co.uk

PEWSHEET
@

16th March 2025
2nd Sunday of Lent

Please take this pew sheet with
you when you leave.

Benefice website:
http://www.forestedgebenefice.co.uk
Also follow us on Twitter, Facebook & Instagram

X m @

@forestbenefice forestedgebenefice

JAENT

The Collect

Almighty God, you show to

those who are in error the light

of your truth, that they may
return to the way of righteousness:

grant to all those who are admitted

into the fellowship of Christ’s religion,

that they may reject those things

that are contrary to their profession,

and follow all such things as are agreeable
to the same; through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.

First Reading
Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18

After these things the word of the Lord
came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be
afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward
shall be very great.” But Abram said, ‘O
Lord God, what will you give me, for |
continue childless, and the heir of my house
is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said,
‘You have given me no offspring, and so a
slave born in my house is to be my heir.’
But the word of the Lord came to him, ‘“This
man shall not be your heir; no one but your
very own issue shall be your heir.” He
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brought him outside and said, ‘Look
towards heaven and count the stars, if you
are able to count them.” Then he said to
him, ‘So shall your descendants be.” And he
believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it
to him as righteousness. Then he said to
him, ‘1 am the Lord who brought you from
Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to
possess.’ But he said, ‘O Lord God, how
am | to know that | shall possess it?’ He
said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer three years
old, a female goat three years old, a ram
three years old, a turtle-dove, and a young
pigeon.’ He brought him all these and cut
them in two, laying each half over against
the other; but he did not cut the birds in two.
And when birds of prey came down on the
carcasses, Abram drove them away. As the
sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness
descended upon him. When the sun had
gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire-
pot and a flaming torch passed between
these pieces. On that day the Lord made a
covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your
descendants | give this land, from the river
of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates,

Second Reading
Philippians 3: 17-4.1

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me,
and observe those who live according to
the example you have in us. For many live
as enemies of the cross of Christ; | have
often told you of them, and now I tell you
even with tears. Their end is destruction;
their god is the belly; and their glory is in
their shame; their minds are set on earthly
things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and
it is from there that we are expecting a
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will
transform the body of our humiliation so
that it may be conformed to the body of his
glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom |
love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

Gospel Reading
Luke 13: 31-end

At that very hour some Pharisees came and
said to him, ‘Get away from here, for Herod
wants to kill you.” He said to them, ‘Go and

tell that fox for me, “Listen, | am casting out
demons and performing cures today and
tomorrow, and on the third day | finish my
work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next
day | must be on my way, because it is
impossible for a prophet to be killed away
from Jerusalem.” Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
the city that kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to it! How often have |
desired to gather your children together as
a hen gathers her brood under her wings,
and you were not willing! See, your house
is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see
me until the time comes when you say,
“Blessed is the one who comes in the name
of the Lord.””’

[tis customary, | ord
to give something up
during the season of | _ent.
What would you have me do without?
| who have so much.
Chocolate?
Cream cakes?
Cligarettes?
Sweets?
charing’:‘
Thelistis endless
and | could give up all those things
for the span of 40 days
quite casi!g and almost Painlcssly.
But what difference would it make
other than making me feel tholier
than my friend who makes no such sacrifice?
What would you have me do without?
| who have so much
Selmcishness?
Conceit’?
E_nvy?
Pride?
| fear before | ask,
that the answer miglnt be 'yes'
and the giving up
would be all too rcal, Lord.
|t would be difficult,
Pain?ul,
sacrificial,
areal cross to carry for4o dags,

and more?
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