T his week’s services

Sunday 17th May
10.30am, Holy Communion, CW, Finstock

Friday 22nd May
6.30pm, Evening Prayer, Wilcote

Sunday 24th May
10.30am, Holy Communion, CW, Finstock

These Biblc rcaclings are clcsignatccl for each clay

Monday Luke 7: 36-end
Tuesday Luke 8: 1-15
Wednesday Luke 8: 16-25
Thursday Luke 8: 26-39
Friday Luke 8: 40-end
Saturday Luke 9: 1-17

Please pray for the following throughout the week
Monday Those who are sick or grieving

within our community.

Tuesday Those who are suffering in this country and
around the world.

Wednesday The King and other leaders in this country.
Thursday For the troubled areas around the world, we
pray for peace and justice.

Friday For the ministry of the Forest Edge Benefice
and for those who lead us.

Saturday For an abundance of love, peace, harmony
and forgiveness to reign within families and
relationships.

Please also pray for the Chipping Norton Deanery,
and particularly this week:

St Mary the Virgin, Shipton-under-Wychwood.
Please pray for Sarah Sharp & Karen Rizzello
and the Church Wardens
James Walmsley & David Ensor.

]F we as a Church can hclp in any way, P|casc contact:

The Rev’d Paul Mansell — 01993 868687
vicar@forestedgebenefice.co.uk

Mrs Gail Ward LLM — 01993 878835
gail.ward@forestedgebenefice.co.uk

The Rev’d Sarah Jones — 07739 313 884
sarahtandem@hotmail.com

Mrs Jane Hanson — 07503 148 377
admin@forestedgebenefice.co.uk
www.forestedgebenefice.co.uk

PEWSHEET
@

17th May 2026
7th Sunday of Easter
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Please take this pew sheet with you

whcn HOU Icavc.
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Benefice website:
http://www.forestedgebenefice.co.uk
Also follow us on Twitter, Facebook & Instagram

X o @

@forestbenefice forestedgebenefice

The Collect

O God the King of glory, you
have exalted your only Son

Jesus Christ with great triumph
to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech
you, leave us not comfortless, but send
your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt
us to the place where our Saviour Christ is
gone before, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

First Reading
Acts 1: 6-14

So when they had come together, they
asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He
replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times
or periods that the Father has set by his
own authority. But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.” When he had said this, as
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. While he
was going and they were gazing up towards
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes
stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking up towards
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken
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up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.’
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the
mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away.
When they had entered the city, they went
to the room upstairs where they were
staying, Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew
and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.
All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Gospel Reading
John 17: 1-11

After Jesus had spoken these words, he
looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the
Son may glorify you, since you have given
him authority over all people, to give eternal
life to all whom you have given him. And
this is eternal life, that they may know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
you have sent. | glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do.
So now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that | had in your
presence before the world existed. ‘| have
made your name known to those whom you
gave me from the world. They were yours,
and you gave them to me, and they have
kept your word. Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you;
for the words that you gave to me | have
given to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that | came from you; and
they have believed that you sent me. | am
asking on their behalf; | am not asking on
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those
whom you gave me, because they are
yours. All mine are yours, and yours are
mine; and | have been glorified in them.
And now | am no longer in the world, but
they are in the world, and | am coming to
you. Holy Father, protect them in your
name that you have given me, so that they
may be one, as we are one.

Jn 1863, the “[Tootball Association” was
Foundecl, to set out clear rules for the game and
to dis’cinguisl’w it from rugbg football and other
simiiargames. With the foundation of the
Football Association, the game began to be
called “association” or “assoc”, giving the word

“soccer”, which at first was a slang word. |n Mag

each year the CUP Finalis held at Wembleg.
After the [First World War it became a
tradition for community singing to take Place at
the [Tootball Cup [Final at Wembley. King
(George V (the fifth) suggested that a hymn be
included, and “Abide with me” was chosen. Jtis
still sung before the CuP Final every May‘
T he words were written 133 Henrg Lﬁ’ce in the
Fishing vi”age of Brixham in Devon, where he
had been the vicar since the age of 30. His
words are Particularig toucl'wing because he
wrote them whilst dying of T"P. - tuberculosis.
On the 4th ScPtember 1847 he said goodbge
to the congregation of his church. e had been
given earlg retirement because of his chronic
health. ]n his last sermon he Preached about the
time when two clisciP]es were wa”dng along a
road towards a vi”age called |© mmaus. Jesus
had been killed a few clags before, but now he
joins them and walks beside them. f'je is risen
from the dead. At last they recognise him and
say to him: “5ta3 with us. [t is near19 evening.”
f‘]enrg Lgte took this theme and wrote his
hgmn as he walked bg the sea. T“le heard the
ebb and flow of the tide and, for the last time
there, he watched the sun set. | he Fo“owing
d39 he was to go abroad on the advice of his
doctor, who had told him that in a drier climate
he might live a little Ionger. And so he wrote
« Abide with me” (meaning “stay with me”), “it is
fast becoming evening.” As he wrote his words,
Hlenry |_yte also thought of his own life coming
to a swift end. No carthly helpers or comforts
could make much difference to him. 2 months
later, on his way to sunny ]taly, he died in Nice,
France. [is last words were “Feace,Jog,” as he

Pointe& his hand towards the sl<3.




